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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 1. (Currently Amended) An electronic manual search ^ystem including an 

2 /\Y elect r onic manudl whidi is comp u hcd of a plurality of pails, the system 

3 /dy comprising: / 

4 ^ ^ an electronic manual composed of a plurality of topics: 

^ y a reference number table which stores, for each |4rt topic of the clcctrouic 

6 manual, a reference number expressing how many tirafes the parhts topic has been 

7 referred to by a user, wherein the reference number /s automatically generated by 

8 automatically counting a topic which has bc u ii icr/ncd l u as a scai ' cli icsult in the 

9 past and the r eference numb e r records the numb/r of times the respectiye topic has 

1 0 been in the past was referred to as a search resnlt : 

11 a search process unit which searches Contents of the paits bas e d u u a 

1 2 scai - ch condition; wherein the s e aich procc/s uni t searches contents of each part in 

1 3 order based on the reference number; and/ 

a search result display unit which displays parts topics which resulted from 

1 5 the search process unit, in order based/on the reference number; 

16 wherein the electronic manual consists of: 

17 (1) information which is to be seai ' ched by a help function of an 

18 application progi - am; oi / 

19 (2) scai - ching of an elcct y bnic dictionaiy . 

2. (Preyiously Canceled) 

1 3. (Currently Amended) The electronic manual search system of claim 1 

2 further comprising a reference number update unit which increments by one the 

3 reference number of a part topic when the user selects and/or refers to the part 

4 topic among parts tonic/s which are displayed by the search result display unit. 

1 4. (Current!^ Amended) The electronic manual search system of claim 1 

2 further comprising^a reference number update unit which increments by one the 

3 reference numbe/ of a part topic displayed immediately before the user stops 

4 displaying of thfe search results. 



1 \/y\ ^- (Currently Amended) The electronic manual search sy/tem of claim 1, 

2 \ wherein the order of displaying the searched parts is a descending order of the 

3 \ reference number of the parts topics . / 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The electronic manual sfearch system of claim 1 , 

2 wherein the order of searching ttie parts is a descending order of the reference 

3 number of the parts topics . / 



1 7. (Original) The electronic manual search system of claim 1, wherein the 

2 reference number table is incorporated into the/electronic manual. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The electronic manual search system of claim 1, wherein the 

. 2 reference number table stores the reference number for each att r ibute of the user class. 



1 9. (Currently Amended) An electrcmic manual search system including an clccUonic 

2 manual which is composed of a pluralityfef parts, the system comprising: 

3 an electronic manual which is >composed of a plurality of topics: 

4 a reference number table wh/ch stores, for each part topic of the electronic manual , a 

5 reference number expressing the ni/mber of times the part topic has been is referred to by a 

6 user, wherein the reference number is automatically g enerated by automatically counting a 

7 to p ic which has been refe rr ed trfas a sea r ch result in the past and the r eference number 

8 records the number of times me respective topic in the past was has been referred to asa 

9 search result : and / 

10 a search processi/nit which searches contents ofthc parts for to p ics satisfying a 

1 1 search condition in order based on the reference number wherein the electronic nidiiudl 

12 consists of: (1) infonriation which is to be searched by a help function of an applicati o n 

13 pr og r am; or (2) scaifching of an elect r onic dictionaiy . 
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10. (Currently Amended) A method of searching an electronic manual 
which is composed of a plurality of parts topics , whe r ein thc/4lectronic manual 
consists of (1) information which is to be scai - chcd by a hdfp function of an 
application pr ogram or (2) scai - ching of an electronic dicyhonaiy, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

storing, for each part topic , a reference numbefr expressing the number of 
times the parHs topic was referred to by a user, wherein the reference number is 
automatically generated by automatically countiiog a topic which has been referred 
to as a s c ai - ch r esult in th e past and the r cfc r enc/ number records the number of 
times the respective topic in the past has beer/referred to; 

searching contents of the parts topics based on a search condition; wherein 
the searching step searches contents of c^h part- in order based on the reference 
number; and 

displaying parts topics which/esult from the searching step, in order based 
on the reference number. 

11. (Previously Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amdided) The method of claim 10, wherein the order of 
displaying the searched parts topics is a descending order of the reference number of 
the parts topics . 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the order of 
searching the p^ is a descending order of the reference number of the parts 
to pics . 



2 embodying an electronic manual wh c r c m the electronic manual epnsists of 

3 \)\ infomiation which is to b e s e arched by a h e lp function of aiy <p plication pr og r am o r 

4 ^ is seai ' ching of an el e ctronic dictionary , comprising: / 

5 a plurality of parts topics : and / 

6 a reference number of each part topic , the refi^ence number representing the 

7 number of times the corresponding topic is was r^erred to as searched results, 

8 wherein the reference number is automatically generated by automatically counting 

9 a topic which has been rcfciTcd to as a scaron r e sult in the past and the r efe r ence 

1 0 numbe r records the number of times the j^spective topic has been referred to; 

1 1 wherein contents of each part topic ^/searchable in order based on the reference 

12 number. / 

1 15. (Currently Amended) The recording medium of claim 14, wherein the 

2 reference number is stored/for each attribute class of a user who refers to the part 

3 topic as searched results/ 



1 16. (Curreimy Amended) The recording medium of claim 17, further 

2 comprising: disniaying parts topics which are obtained by the searching step as 

3 search results/in order based on the reference number. 
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1 17. (Currently Amended) A recording medium readable by a computer, 

2 l/J ^ tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable bVthe computer to 

3 1 perform a method of searching an electronic manual whicll is composed of a 

4 ^ plurality of parts topics , the method comprising the steo/of: 

5 storing, for each part, a reference number expr(5ssing how many times the 

6 part is topic has been referred to by a user, wherein the reference number is 

7 automatically generated by automatically counting^ topic which has been rcf c iT c d 

8 to as a search result in the p ast and the r efe r ence number records the number of 

9 times the respective topic in the past has been referred to; and 

1 0 searching contents of the p arts fo r topvfcs for satisfying a search condition in 

1 1 order based on the reference number / 

* 12 wherein th e e lect r onic manual consists ofy (1) infomiation which is to be 

13 s c ai ' ched by a h e lp function of an application progi - am; o r — (2) s c ai ' ching of an 

14 cl c cti - onic dictionary . / 

1 18. (Currently Amended) Aycomputer data signal embodied in a carrier wave 

2 and representing a sequence of insanctions which, when executed by a processor, 

3 cause the processor to perform tne actions of: 

4 storing, for each part top ic of an electronic manual, a reference number 

5 expressing how many times tne part topic is referred to by a user, wherein the 

6 reference number is automa/icallv generated by automatically counting a topic which 

7 has b ee n re fer r ed to as a sya r ch re sult in tli e p ast and the r e f e rence numbe r records 

8 the number of times the respective topic in the past has been referred to; 

9 whe r ein the e lectronic manual consists of : (1) infomiation which is to be sea r ched 

10 by a help function of ap application pr og r am; or (2) searching of an clccti - onic 

11 dictionary ; / 

1 2 searching contents of the parts topics based on a search condition; wherein 

1 3 contents of each part topic are searched in order based on the reference number; and 

14 displaying parts topics which are obtained by the searching step as search 

1 5 results, in order /nased on the reference number. 

1 19. (Currently Amended) A program product comprising, computer 

2 readable instructions and a recording medium bearing the computer readable 

3 instructions; the instructions being adaptable to enable a computer to operate 
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according to the steps of: 

storing, ibr each part topic of an electronic manual, a reference number 
expressing themumber of times the part topic is referred to by a user, wherein the 
reference nuinber is automatically generated by au t omatically c o un t ing a to pic 
which has b e en r e feired to as a s e a r ch r esult in the past and the r efe r enc e numbe r 
records the number of times the respective topic in the past has been referred to; 
whe r ein e l e ctronic manual consists of (1) infomiation wliich is to be s c ai ' chcd 
by a help /uiction of an application p r og r am; o r (2) s e ai ' ching of an elect r onic 
dictionaiT ; 

searching contents of the parts topics based on a search condition; wherein 
the searching is searches contents of e ach pml in order based on the reference 
number; and 

' displaying parts which result from the searching step, in order based on the 
reference number. 



